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2 0 APR 1970. 


GN aces. 
Pie 


oem Overfight ge 
ak iloi’s O rders: 


*y (Second of a Serles) | 
Looe << ‘FRANCIS GARY: POWERS’ 


a <Not long | alter the: instalation: 
"of ‘the s“granger,” the \,in-: 
' telligence’ officer introduced ud 
1 to another. Piece ‘of... “equip- 
F * ment. ee a 
We couldn't figure ‘it. out’. It. 
‘Jooked like, a good-luck charm: 
It seemed to be an. ordinary ‘sil 
“yer jdollar with a metal. loop at 
~onefend 80 it could -be’ fastened 
‘orto a’ key .chain or a, chain: 
“arbund the neck, vd 


“Never Carried Cyanide: 


er Obviously enjoying. our puz 
ment, he unscréwed the loop, 
‘ waide the dollar. was what af- 
“‘pearea ‘to- he - an ‘ordinary. 
~strdight needle, only, again-not 
~ an ordinary necdlé, Toward. the] 
.,end there were grooves, Inside... 
ae grooves was a sticky ‘brown Re ee 
‘ gubstance. ' : 
> It san curare; the intelligence Francis Gary Powers ; 
off; explained. , Just, onelb.o r de r-syrveillance missions 
prick would suffice, and “spccfal’ missions, ‘ but 
From now-on, we could carry] were definitely restive, The|, 


this, if we wanted to, ingtpad, of 
cyanide. . * 

The majority of pilots had de- 
cided against carrying cyanide. 
I had never carried it. 

But .we: were fascinated with 
th'e dollar-pin-needle device. 
Passing if- around, quite’ car- 
tally, - leaving. the .necdle in 
the sheath, we each examined 
it-.It was ingenious. Who would 
ever think of looking. inside a 
silyer’ dollar for something like 
this?’ fi 

- We were éhamping at the bit.| 
Most of 1958, all of 1959, and 
thus far in 1960, there had becn 
a. drastic reduction in the num- 
ber of overflights. Months 
‘would pass without. one. « Al- 
though never told the reason for 
the severe cutback, we presum- 
ed‘it was because of the politi- 
cal climate. 

“We were quite capable of: 
making many more flights than. 
Was the cafe, infact were anx- 
ious to“do so. We were not In- 
active; we continued to make 


longer the layoff, the greater 
the tension. The fewer the over- 
flights, the more apprehensive 
we became about the next. one. 

Then, suddenly, two flights 
were scheduled for the same 
month, April, 1960. _, 


Picked to Fly - 


first and to fly the second. 


a substitute for the lead pilot in 
the event he was unable to fly. 

‘It was some weeks prior to 
the first April flight, when we 
were studying routes, that 1 fi- 
nally asked the question. 

It ‘had been put off much too 
long. There had been no men- 
tion‘ of it in our contracts. It 
had never been brought up in! 
our bricfings. We had never dis-: 
cussed it among ourselves. Yet) 
U knew we had thought about it 
e tes at least, I knew one pilot 

a * 


» Though Opetation | Overflight 


Talk It Downed 


sarily have to be a missile. One] . 
ese screw, 


- Asks Intelligence Oiticer. we 


decided to put‘it‘directly to the 
intelligence, officer, voy: § 


and one of ‘gs!: 


nhames ‘could... place 


- What Abqut. the Worst? 


T was to be “backup ‘on the tell?” 


The backup pilot was simply, 


- hopefukis'that,, something’, wood 
would that ee St ee 


CPYRGHT 


yscemed to be ‘no solution fo the 
. problem of: Berlin; according to 
everything we ads: Sirus 


“ngees- trouble over the igsue. 
But it.was a minor topic, We 


were equally interested in Sen. 


accident. it" didn't 


a dust Me Fight 


‘Hubert: Humphrey in the Wis-|| 
‘{consin Presidential primary;: de|! .. 

“The silver dollar had pro-|Gaulle’s visit to the United}: ich 
vided the obvious opening, and| States; the orbiting of a naviga-|; . | 


I had presumed someone wowld| tional satellite from Cape Cana-) 
ask it then. But no one hadjVeral. We didn’t connect it with} 


done so. Now, as we.were pre-(Qut Work or with the sudden in- 
pariiig to resume overfiights, .1 flights, in- the. pee of ‘Aver. 


4 
‘ 


- Own Explanation, ae is 
“What sit. ‘something Srappens We had our own explanation ie | 
fdes: down -over| for that. 
Russia? , That's “an ‘awfully big No one told ' ‘us this, it-was| 2 
country, and: if éould:be:4 hell just’a’ presumption, but;we had 
of a lovig walk. to” a” bordép.: I$} a fecling that. intelligence, ; sus- 
there anyohe: phere ‘we can Cons necting the, Russians’ were-Close 
tact? :Can’ you": give * US AY bos’ solving: their’: ‘rifssile-guid- 
names ‘and: addresses?" y:)"*4 \ rahe ‘prdblert, ' “ayas ‘trying ‘ to 
“No, we tart! “tferowd: jn :las pany’ important 
Whild: it! wa ‘not ‘wna. Tiwanta| targets “ad: possibl 
ed to. hear, his angwer, was at| remained.” 
least ynderstandabla: ‘TG we had!’ The feeling. Neovrect or not, 
‘ agents Ane Rasgiah eve pre-jdidn't lessen the/tension. 
sumably’ ‘did, release’ of their] Howevor('the first April 
ue An} Might, on the 1th, went off. as" 
smoothly as its" nyedecessorsé' 
opere niet cern fe a 
; ny nse that mings duled..for] . 
I persisted. A ht nt iets late in the month, Npouldt Bo oth- 
the worst, happens. “Ae plane) erwise. Yet ‘we wert” &! little} 
goes down, nid the pilot is ch: more appréfensive.-about it) 
tured. ‘What ‘story ‘dogs: he use? /than. usually;wouldt- have been! 
Exactly: UED shou Ud “hel the case, sint “would differ| 
from aif. previ overflights in: 
one resbbchs ie fy" 
Ta king off: from Peshawar. 


jeopardy alse... 


His exact ‘words ere. “You 
may ad ,well. ‘tell them every- 
thing, Becadsc: they're “going to Pakistan, I wax td fly, 3,800, 
get it out, Of you ‘anyway. Mules, to Bodo, Nérway. | |! 
ea ‘April; 1900," we were: :frwould be the. first time “we! 
aware ofthe upcoming , Summit] had” -attempted. fo fly. all the 
contender, ‘fi ented te takel way across the Soviet Union. .. 
place ip, Paris, the,’ following XT: A: lastiminute. change 
month;:,likt’ they, topitstof the iacuned pepves' poole BS 


day, we “discussed: the, ,talks,| 140, tha ait “opbi ati h Zdvertignt 
BY: rom 


rater wae ate ar tineite oe ty 
ry: a Sad ‘ 


stil] 


Ot ‘optinnistte;-" Th 
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